RESOURCE BOOKS FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS AND WRITING THE
COLLEGE ESSAY

Steinberg, Jacques. The Gatekeepers: Inside the Admissions Process of A Premier College. New

York: Penguin Books,2002. A great book for understanding how the process works through the
eyes of the admissions office. Also Entertaining.

Gelb, Alan. Conquering the College Admissions Essay in 10 Steps: Crafting a Winning Personal
Statement. Berkeley: Ten Speed, 2008. Outline available on PGE web-site a www.pge205.org.

Bauld,Harry. On Writing the College Application Essay. New York:Harper &Row,1987. Outline
available on PGE web-site at www.pge205.org.

Ehrenhalt, George. Writing a Successful College Application Essay. Hauppauge, New York:Barrons,
Fourth Edition, 2008. Less entertaining than Bauld’s book but has good practical suggestions and
available at the Rockford Public Library.

Wissner-Gross, Elizabeth. Write Your College Essay in Less Than a Day. New York: Ballantine
Books,2009. Some interesting ways of using a numerical system to rate an essay and goes against
the leanings of the other books about how to show your strengths. Available at the Rockford Public
Library.
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